GARDENING CENTER THEME
	PLANNING
	

	How does this theme relate to children’s interest and/or what they are learning?
	Seasonal changes are discussed daily during larger group activities including calendar time. Specifically, spring time, when plants begin to grow and bloom. What do the children see blooming outside? Many students in our community are exposed to planning and gardening. Many families grow gardens. We have a large amount of farms both large and small. Children see produce in the stores and eat them at home and in school.

	What specific Kentucky Early Childhood benchmarks will be addressed?
	Science Standard 1, benchmark 1.2: Investigates simple scientific concepts
SS. 1
LA 2
HW 1

	What background knowledge do children need to know about this theme? What background knowledge do children currently know about this theme?
	Need:

· What is a greenhouse? What is it used for? What do you find in it? What is it made of and why? 
· What do plants need to grow?

· Children need to know that all living things grow and change

· Where food comes from
Currently know:

· Children see plants everywhere, see plants for sale, and some have helped with gardening
· We would base current content knowledge on conversations about the topic

	How will you supplement children’s background knowledge (e.g., video, book, field trip, virtual field trip, guest speaker, etc.)?
	Books, video/pictures of green house, gardener guest speaker (High School FAA), local Cooperative Extension Office), virtual field trip

	How will children be involved in planning/developing the theme and props?
	· Children will be given the opportunity to create or decide how we will get them things we need for our garden.
· Children can make or bring apples, etc.

· Discuss the food at lunch or snack time and other favorite foods

	How will you introduce the theme?
	· Show video and pictures of a green house
· Look at different plants and flowers

· Read “Tiny Seed”

· Take children on a nature walk in early spring. After the walk, discuss what was seen and what changes they see.

· Book about raised beds

· Ask open-ended questions relating to gardening, food, farming


	ROLES RELATED
TO THIS THEME
	ROLE “RULES”
(typical behaviors/actions
of the role)
	EXAMPLES OF
ROLE “SPEECH”
(typical things person in role says)
	ROLE-RELATED PROPS
(what props does person in the role typically use)

	Gardener
	Plant seeds, takes care of and harvests plants and flowers
	“Would you like some soil for plants or seedlings?”

Seeds, nutrients, soil, spade, harvest, garden, water, sunlight, oxygen, weeds
	Spade, pots, flowers, rocks, dirt, watering can, gloves, hoe, water hose, shovel, soil, seeds, other tools

	Florist
	Sells flowers, makes arrangements
	“I made you a red bouquet.”

Bouquet, arrange, florist
	Vase, flowers, bouquet, ribbon

	Farmer
	Grows plans and crops
	“I have five bushels of apples today.”

Harvest, crop, hoe
	Baskets, food, overalls, boots, hat, shovel

	Clerk at Garden Supply Store
	Have knowledge of plants and how they grow, collects money
	“Your total is five dollars.”

Seeds, mulch, soil, fertilizer
	Cash register, apron, market stand, money, receipt

	Customer
	Purchases items, asks for assistance
	“I would like a large bouquet of flowers.”

“This peach tastes very good.”
“How much are the apples?”
	Basket, money, floppy hat

	Landscaper
	Shows customers how to use other materials like rocks, mulch, etc.
	“You could plant or arrange the rocks and flowers in a pattern.”
Mulch, fertilize
	Flowers, rocks, dirt, etc.


	SETUP/PROPS

	What changes are needed in the dramatic play center or where the theme will be located (e.g., rearrangement of center, addition of furniture)?
	· Make windows green
· Space to “grow” flowers
· A market stand will be set up for purchasing seeds, supplies, etc. The gardener will need pots, soil, seeds as well as other tools for working in the garden.

· Shelving from any center can be used.

· Mock garden bed from paper rolls

	What adaptations will be needed for children in the classroom with disabilities/special needs?
	Visuals, pictures, ensure there is adequate space for movement, sensory bottles, shorter handheld tools, tools with larger handles

	What additional props are needed (in addition to role-specific props listed previously)?
	Real, authentic props: plastic flower pots, watering can, tools (spade, rake, etc.), garden gloves, real seeds in packets, rake (handle can be shortened or use a 6” hedge rake), water hose (cut and shortened), apron, hat, vases, vegetables, cash register, money

	
	Realistic (faux) props: Flowers, toy tools (shovels, rakes, etc.), silk flowers

	
	Open-ended, multi-purpose props: Cake box made into green house, cups for planting or drinking, telephone, cash register, money, calculator, name tags, buckets, flower pots

	
	Teacher-made or child-made props: signs, flowers and vegetables, market stand, plant markers, name tags, shopping list, money, price list

	How will you incorporate diversity into this theme (race, culture, age, abilities, non-stereotypical gender roles)?
	· Photographs (ask students to find pictures in magazines, etc.)

· Pictures of different ages and cultures gardening
· Pictures of plants from different places (cactus, regional plants
· Neutral color hats, gloves

· Books, dolls and other materials already placed in the center


	LANGUAGE, LITERACY & MATH

	What books could you read/add to the dramatic play center that are related to this theme?
	“Flower Garden”, “Planting a Garden”, “The Carrot Seed,” “Tiny Seed”, “Growing Vegetable Soup”, “How a Seed Grows”, “A Green, Green Garden”, “L M N O Peas”, “Diary of a Worm”, “Dr. Seuss: Oh say can you seed?”, “Spring is here”
Various gardening books

	What theme-related vocabulary words will you introduce/use?
	Farm, crops, fertilization, garden, harvest, plant, seed, soil, hoe, rake, shovel, wagon, produce, market, flower, fruit, vegetable, life cycle, tend, roots, stem, bloom, oxygen, leaf, pod, petal, environment, blossom, bouquet

	What theme-related authentic print and math materials will you add? How will you use these materials to engage children in conversation?
	· Measuring cups
· Pitchers with measurement lines

	What theme-related display could you add to the dramatic play center?
	· A garden “market stand”
· Photographs


	SOCIAL SKILLS

	What social skills will you intentionally teach as children play the dramatic play center?
	Sharing, taking turns, parallel play, vocabulary, language

	What inappropriate or challenging behavior may arise?

What strategies will you use to address these behaviors?
	· One child always wanting to be the “gardener” (Encourage turn taking and role sharing activities by modeling)

· Hitting with tools


	HOW WILL YOU EMBED STEAM INTO THIS THEME?

	Science
	Planting a seed, Talk about how things grow and what they need to grow (fertilization, sunlight, water)

	Technology
	Growth data of flower/plants, video depicting gardening, virtual field strip, iPad/QR codes to view plants/seeds, recording pictures of seeds/plants as they grow

	Engineering
	Creating and using tools, designing and setting up a store, making bouquets of flowers

	Arts
	Name the gardening center, create signs, make flower/plant markers, taking pictures in the garden

	Math
	Patterning in the garden design, counting the harvest, comparing seed size, sorting, buy/sell flowers/plants, using a cash register, counting flowers, counting money


OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER:

Length and duration of theme
