HOSPITAL THEME
	PLANNING
	

	How does this theme relate to children’s interest and/or what they are learning?
	Most children have been to or have had family in the hospital or to see a doctor.

	What specific Kentucky Early Childhood benchmarks will be addressed?
	E/LA 1.2 – Uses language for variety of purposes
E/LA 1.3 – Communicates with increasing clarity and use of conventional grammar
E/LA 2.1 – Engages in active listening in a variety of situations
E/LA 3.2 – Shows interest and understanding of the basic concepts and conventions of print
E/LA 3.3 – Demonstrates knowledge of the alphabet

	What background knowledge do children need to know about this theme? What background knowledge do children currently know about this theme?
	Need:

· What is a hospital, why do you go, who works there and what do you find there.
· That all hospital employees are there to help those who are not feeling well and not to be afraid.
Currently know:

· Some children have been to the hospital and can share their stories.

	How will you supplement children’s background knowledge (e.g., video, book, field trip, virtual field trip, guest speaker, etc.)?
	Age appropriate video clips, guest speakers, books, field trips, show medical instruments, first aid kid, see an ambulance/Air Evac, books, finger play, puzzles

	How will children be involved in planning/developing the theme and props?
	· Creating hospital signs
· Ask who has been to a hospital and why.

· Sharing experiences

· Creating tools (clip board, insurance card, doctor kits)

· Give children a variety of different jobs in the “hospital”

	How will you introduce the theme?
	Read books, watch video, visit from an expectant teacher/parent, share experiences


	ROLES RELATED
TO THIS THEME
	ROLE “RULES”
(typical behaviors/actions
of the role)
	EXAMPLES OF
ROLE “SPEECH”
(typical things person in role says)
	ROLE-RELATED PROPS
(what props does person in the role typically use)

	Doctor
	Examines patient, writes prescriptions, gives diagnosis
	“How are you feeling?”
“Where does it hurt?”

“Take a big breath and let it out.”

	White coat, stethoscope, reflex hammer, smiley face stickers, pain charts, lollipops, name badge

	Nurse
	Ask about symptoms and prepares for an exam; takes blood pressure, pulse, temperature, weight, height; gives shots
	“Why are you visiting us today?”
“Are you running a temperature?”
	Scale, yard stick, clipboard, name badge, thermometer, blood pressure monitor, bandages, scrubs, gloves, syringes, wheelchair, blanket, pillow

	Patient
	Sick or hurt, fills out forms, answers nurse’s/doctor’s questions, get ID bracelet, sits or lays on an exam table, gets a shot/bandage, etc.
	“I’m sick.”

“I fell off my tricycle.”
	Gown, sling, insurance card, slippers, hair cover, cane, crutches, bandages

	Receptionist
	Makes appointments, signs-in patients, enters the patient’s information, asks questions, takes insurance card
	“What day would you like to come?”
“Have a seat and the doctor will be right with you.”
“Do you have your insurance card?”
“What do you need to see the doctor for?”
	Clipboard, telephone, appointment book/cards, computer, pens, folders, copy machine, fax machine, paper, scrubs

	X-Ray Technician
	Takes and looks at x-rays
	“Be still.”
“How did you break your arm?”
	X-ray films, clipboards, name badge, scrubs

	EMT / Ambulance Drive
	Does a quick examination, gives basic care and takes you to the hospital
	“Can you tell me your name?”
“How did you fall?”
“Where do you hurt?”
“How many fingers am I holding up?”
	Ambulance, stethoscope, name badge, uniform, gurney, bandages

	Surgeon
	Puts patient to sleep, performs surgery
	“Do you have any questions?”
“You will be okay.”
“Count to ____.”
	Mask, hair and shoe covers, gloves, gown

	Respiratory Technician
	Helps patient breath better
	“Take a deep breath.”
“Breath in your nose and out your mouth.”
	Breathing machine, nebulizer/inhaler, spirometer



	SETUP/PROPS

	What changes are needed in the dramatic play center or where the theme will be located (e.g., rearrangement of center, addition of furniture)?
	· Add chairs for waiting area

· Cot as a hospital bed

· Receptionist’s desk

· Ambulance

	What adaptations will be needed for children in the classroom with disabilities/special needs?
	· Wide aisles and open space

· Individual assistance

	What additional props are needed (in addition to role-specific props listed previously)?
	Real, authentic props: stethoscope, blood pressure cuff, phone, computer, pens, paper, clipboard, gauze, bandages, tape, cotton balls, scale, thermometer, sling, masks

	
	Realistic (faux) props: Syringes, medicine bottles

	
	Open-ended, multi-purpose props: sheets, pillows, paper towel rolls, phone

	
	Teacher-made or child-made props: name tags, slings, forms, appointment cards, pain face chart, x-ray, doctor kit, hospital decor

	How will you incorporate diversity into this theme (race, culture, age, abilities, non-stereotypical gender roles)?
	· Books/videos that show diversity
· Male and female doctors, nurses, ambulance drivers, etc.

· Different ethnicity and disability dolls

· Wheelchair, crutches, canes, walker

· Various hospital foods


	LANGUAGE, LITERACY & MATH

	What books could you read/add to the dramatic play center that are related to this theme?
	“Hospital Friends”, “Harry Goes to the Hospital”, “Do I Have to Go to the Hospital?”, “My Hospital Journey” and various non-fiction books on hospitals, ambulances, disabilities, doctors/nurses

	What theme-related vocabulary words will you introduce/use?
	Hospital, doctor, nurse, patient, vaccines, surgeon, surgery, nebulizer, inhaler, stethoscope, thermometer, blood pressure, audioscope, x-ray, EMT, bandaid, crutches, bandages

	What theme-related authentic print and math materials will you add? How will you use these materials to engage children in conversation?
	· Hospital bill
· Room number

· Insurance forms

· Wellness and surgical brochures

· Dietary menu

· Pain rating chart

· Scales

· Height Chart

· Thermometer

· Appointment cards

· Sign-in Sheet

· Brochures/Newsletters/Posters

Ask children to describe how they are feeling. How tall are you and how much do you weigh? Roll play.

	What theme-related display could you add to the dramatic play center?
	Open/Closed sign, hospital/ER sign, emergency phone number list, hospital directory/map


	SOCIAL SKILLS

	What social skills will you intentionally teach as children play the dramatic play center?
	Taking turns, caring for each other, not to be afraid, patience, conversational skills, relaying emotions

	What inappropriate or challenging behavior may arise?

What strategies will you use to address these behaviors?
	· Arguing over role play (Model/script conversation)
· Not using props appropriately (Model use)

· Not taking turns (assigned roles and time limits)


	HOW WILL YOU EMBED STEAM INTO THIS THEME?

	Science
	X-rays, mix pretend medicine, anatomy, hospital/doctor office instruments

	Technology
	Computer, doctor’s instruments, scales, stethoscope, video, camera

	Engineering
	Putting on slings, ace bandages, and eye patches; steps for having surgery; building a doctor kit; how to get better solution book

	Arts
	Paint or draw on casts, get well cards, hospital logo, play scenarios

	Math
	Height and weight comparison, blood pressure, temperature chart


OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER:

