LIBRARY THEME
	PLANNING
	

	How does this theme relate to children’s interest and/or what they are learning?
	The children like to learn about different things, places they can visit, book parts, authors and illustrators. 

	What specific Kentucky Early Childhood benchmarks will be addressed?
	Social, music and art, ELA

	What background knowledge do children need to know about this theme? What background knowledge do children currently know about this theme?
	Need:

· Library etiquette
· What you can do and find in a library.

· Learn to check out books

· How a library is organized

· Learn about barcodes and scanners
Currently know:

· Children may have visited the library or a book center in the classroom.

	How will you supplement children’s background knowledge (e.g., video, book, field trip, virtual field trip, guest speaker, etc.)?
	Field trip, visit from the Librarian doing story time, YouTube video of a library, reading books with open ended questions

	How will children be involved in planning/developing the theme and props?
	· Talk about different kinds of books, parts of the book
· Bring books from home

· Letting children choose and check out books

· Name the library

	How will you introduce the theme?
	Inviting children to visit the classroom book center, Librarian visit


	ROLES RELATED
TO THIS THEME
	ROLE “RULES”
(typical behaviors/actions
of the role)
	EXAMPLES OF
ROLE “SPEECH”
(typical things person in role says)
	ROLE-RELATED PROPS
(what props does person in the role typically use)

	Librarian
	Assigns duties, makes and keeps rules, teaches about using the library, helps find books
	“Shhhh.”
“How may I help you?”
“What kind of things do you like to read about?”
“Do you like fiction or non-fiction?”
	Glasses, book cards/pockets

	Library Visitors
	Searches for, reads and checks out books, follows library rules, uses a book bag
	“Can you help me find a book about _____?”
“I would like a library card.”
	Library card, book bag

	Person who shelves books
	Organizes and sorts books
	“We have that book right here.”
“Can I help you find something?”
	Buggy/cart, 

	Person who checks books in and out
	Takes your library card, scans books, makes sure books are returned in good shape
	“Do you have a library card?”
“Your books are due back in a week.”
	Scanner, new library cards, rubber stamps, forms

	Janitor
	Keeps library clean and fixes shelves and other things
	“No food or drinks in the library, please.”
	Mop/broom, caddy, feather duster, cleaning supplies


	SETUP/PROPS

	What changes are needed in the dramatic play center or where the theme will be located (e.g., rearrangement of center, addition of furniture)?
	· Room for extra book shelves
· Add additional books

· Library cart

	What adaptations will be needed for children in the classroom with disabilities/special needs?
	· Additional prompting, cues
· Braille

· Audio books

· Picture exchange cards

· Large print books

· Extra room, accessibility

	What additional props are needed (in addition to role-specific props listed previously)?
	Real, authentic props: books, audio books, shelving, puppets

	
	Realistic (faux) props: index cards (check out cards), envelopes

	
	Open-ended, multi-purpose props: cart, caddy

	
	Teacher-made or child-made props: child-made books, library cards, signs, child-made puppets to illustrate books

	How will you incorporate diversity into this theme (race, culture, age, abilities, non-stereotypical gender roles)?
	· Diverse selection of books

· Male and female librarian and library workers


	LANGUAGE, LITERACY & MATH

	What books could you read/add to the dramatic play center that are related to this theme?
	Books about community helpers, libraries, librarians

	What theme-related vocabulary words will you introduce/use?
	Scan, shelf, circulation desk, fiction, non-fiction, on-hold, author, publisher, illustrator, reference, check-out, drop box, return, patron, overdue, Dewey Decimal System

	What theme-related authentic print and math materials will you add? How will you use these materials to engage children in conversation?
	Signs (open/closed, library hours, call numbers, book categories), name tags, thesaurus, dictionary, calculator, cash register, sequence cards

	What theme-related display could you add to the dramatic play center?
	· Book displays
· Character theme activities

· Dress like a librarian or favorite character

· Pictures of librarians

· List of favorite books


	SOCIAL SKILLS

	What social skills will you intentionally teach as children play the dramatic play center?
	Patience, taking turns, follow rules, being quiet and polite, taking care of materials

	What inappropriate or challenging behavior may arise?

What strategies will you use to address these behaviors?
	· Wanting the same book (use timer, have multiple copies)
· Damaging books (model, how to visual charts)
· Having the same job preference (use timer)


	HOW WILL YOU EMBED STEAM INTO THIS THEME?

	Science
	Books about science, talking about the Dewey Decimal System

	Technology
	Books about technology and Interactive books, scanners, computer

	Engineering
	Engineering books (ex. sequencing books, How to Grow a Garden), designing the library

	Arts
	Make books, puppets, songs

	Math
	Counting books, sorting types of books


OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER:

Introducing the Dewey Decimal System
