Probationary Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education (IECE) Certification and
Option 6 University-Based Alternative Route to Certification
Probationary certificate for teachers of children, birth to primary (16 KAR 2:140) has been one of the routes that school districts have used when they were not able to find an IECE certified teacher for teaching in the Kentucky state-funded preschool program.  This probationary regulation requires teachers with a primary or elementary special education certification to enroll in an IECE certification program leading to an IECE certificate.  The teacher must complete 18 clock hours of orientation and take at least 6 college credit hours a year for up to 3 years.  
The probationary route will no longer be option for individuals without a previous teaching certificate.  In other words, teachers who had a bachelor’s degree in education or child development who were allowed to use this route to become a certified teacher, will no longer have this option. Instead, Option 6 is available for those who have a bachelor’s or master’s degree but no teaching certificate or a person with a certificate in another area. The candidate must meet the university admission standards and have concurrent employment in a school district.  Once the candidate is enrolled in this program he/she will receive a Temporary Provisional Certificate in IECE.  The candidate will need to pass all the required assessments prior to entering the Kentucky teacher Internship Program (KTIP).  These requirement must be completed within 3 years.
The higher education programs that have been approved for this alternative route to certification in IECE are:
Eastern Kentucky University - umbrella alternative certification program for all EPSB-approved programs. Contact 859-622-1828, certification.alternative_routes@eku.edu
Murray State University – umbrella alternative certification program for all EPSB-approved programs. Contact Cindy Thresher 270-809-3280, cthresher@murraystate.edu
Northern Kentucky University - umbrella alternative certification program for all EPSB-approved programs. Contact Shawn Faulkner 859-572-1910, faulkners1@nku.edu
For more information about hiring teachers into the state funded preschool program, contact: Annie Rooney-French 502-564-7056 x 4736 annie.rooney-french@education.ky.gov
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